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09:10~09:40

Keynote Speakers |:James Lawrie, Sue Tee, Anne van Dam
The early years in the PYP

PYP early years teachers create stimulating learning spaces, listen deeply to students and
craft exciting avenues for inquiry. They ensure a balance between listening to individuals,
shaping shared investigations and ensuring overall intentions for learning. Using a repertoire
of strategies, tools and understandings, teachers work closely with students to
co-construct inquiries and reflect regularly on their practice. This session will explore the
central features of the early years PYP and how the processes of learning and teaching
are crafted to support students’ individual and emergent pathways of development.
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09:50~10:20

Keynote Speaker Il:Monita Sen
Understanding Agency - Going beyond voice, choice and ownership

As educators we are fascinated by the concept of agency but often struggle to understand
what it actually means for our teaching and for our learners. This session will look at
some of the theories behind the concept of agency and encourage participants to dig
deeper into how agency can look in their unique context. It will draw on an ecological approach
to agency and examine what agency means in the context of the IB mission statement.
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Presenter Profiles

Monita Sen

Monita Sen has over 22 years’ experience in education in a variety of roles
including both teaching and leadership positions. Monita began her career as
a Montessori teacher but then moved to an IB school and fell in love with the
PYP. She has experienced the PYP as a teacher, a coordinator, a head of
school and as a member of the IB educator network; this experience led her
to join the IB in 2012 as the PYP Regional Manager for Asia Pacific. Since
her time at the IB, Monita has focused on supporting PYP schools, including
working with a team to develop the scope for an early years offering. In her
current role as PYP Authorization Manager, she supports PYP schools in
the candidacy phase. As a life-long learner, Monita is also pursuing an
educational doctorate with the University of Bath and her research areas
include teacher agency, collaboration, and transdisciplinary learning.
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James Lawrie

James Lawrie is Head of Programme development for both PYP and MYP.
This role includes the strategic direction and advocacy for the programmes.
James has educational leadership experience at schools, universities,
governments and non-profit organizations. He has held curriculum and
research leadership roles at global non-profits including Head of Education at
Save the Children and Director of Research, Innovation and Curriculum at
Aflatoun International. This work focused on advancing government systems
for teacher professional development, partnering with NGOs such as
UNICEF, managing the development of primary/secondary learning and
teaching curricula, applying smart application technology for learning, and
improving accelerated primary education.
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Sue Tee

Sue Tee is a PYP curriculum manager with responsibility for Arts and Early
Years. Her experience has seen her work across the primary age range as
both teacher and assistant principal, but her heart is in early years
education and learning through play and it is here that she has spent most
of her time learning from and with amazing educators and children. Sue has
worked in the UK, Hong Kong and The Netherlands and since joining the
PYP team in 2020 she has been involved in the development of materials to
support early years educators and schools.

A— FA—
PYP WF1SLVR—Iv—E LT EMELBHEEIBY, KON, FLBRRELV T AELEERITIED OTS N NBHBELEVZE
BLERZVICHTIN., TONH T, RESULWHEBCFEOREERIIZ<DEEE B LTS, (FUR, FE. 7505 THH.
2020 FEIZ PYP F—LICHND>THSIENBHBEEEFRET IR— 220 DBMBEFEITED TS,

Anne van Dam

Anne van Dam has worked as a teacher, coordinator, head of school and
vice-principal at international schools in China, Singapore and Switzerland.
Anne moved back to the Netherlands in 2015 where she collaborated for two
years with the PYP development team at the IB regional office in The Hague.
She worked on the IB PYP review focusing on learner agency, early years,
inquiry and several aspects of ‘the learning community’. Anne still works for
the IB as a workshop leader and collaborates with international schools as an
independent educational consultant. Since May 2019, Anne also learns
alongside 4,5 and 6 year olds at an inner city, local PYP school in her home
town The Hague.
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