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The International Baccalaureate (IB) understands that learners are intelligent, resourceful and
creative, and that they grow, develop and learn at different rates. They explore their environment
and learn about their world through their relationships with peers, teachers, family, and community
members. The MYP is a comprehensive, internationally recognized program designed to empower
young learners aged 11 to 16. It is rooted in a commitment to providing a holistic, inquiry-based
education that not only equips students with knowledge but also nurtures their intellectual
curiosity, critical thinking skills, and a profound sense of global citizenship.

This year's theme of the education forum is "Enhancing the MYP" and has been designed
specifically for MYP teachers, to share a glimpse of the current work going on at the IB to further
enhance the MYP; to offer an in-depth look at how the MYP can be successfully implemented in a
Japanese Article 1 school context; and to provide an opportunity to work with colleagues from
other MYP schools, in a collaborative standardization session under the guidance of an
experienced MYP personal project moderator.

This year's forum has been designed to promote opportunities for exploration, inspiration, and
collaboration. Please join us!
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Educators, Parent/Guardians, Others
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2023%F12848 (B) Forum Registration link
Monday, December 4, 2023 https://forms.gle/uTVwrTPESkjpYpn46
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Ayumi Hoshino (Tamagawa University Graduate School of Education, Professor)
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Keynote Speakers |:Nat Erbes
Enhancing the MYP

Nat Erbes will take you on a tour of the IB Middle Years Programme (MYP), sharing the
unigue way it brings an IB education to the 11-16 phase of education in all its diverse
contexts. Modelled on a holistic, student-centred approach that prioritizes knowledge
application and transfer over its acquisition, the MYP curriculum framework is
designed to enhance the experience of students and educators using it. Nat will be
focusing on some of the developments his team and MYP educators from across the
globe are discussing in the Enhancing the MYP Project. A comprehensive review of the
programme, the first major review since MYP the Next Chapter in 2014.
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Keynote Speaker Il:Bradley Semans
Assessing the MYP in Article One Schools

While the MYP has seen growing success here in Japan, article 1 schools choosing to implement
the program have faced many challenges when assessing students in the Middle Years
Programme. This presentation will focus on a unique approach to assessing students in truly
meaningful ways while fulfilling the requirements and maintaining the core principles of the
Course of Study and assessment guidelines produced by the National Institute for Educational
Policy Research (NIER). The goal of this presentation is to give you the tools to return to your
teaching context with a framework of understanding that sees MYP and MEXT assessments as
both complimentary and wholly compatible rather than two opposing forces to be wrangled into
submission. In short, we hope to share what we have found: Faithful implementation of MYP
assessments IS faithful implementation of national curriculum and assessment standards.
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MYP Teacher Workshop
Presenters: Mineko Kobayashi (Japanese) / Gay-Ann Bagotchay (English)

In this breakout session two experienced MYP personal project moderators will walk
participants through a standardisation session using a sample personal project. The goal of
the session is for participants to share experiences using MYP assessment criteria. The
moderators will share their experiences with the formal IB moderation process. While the
context is the standardization of a Personal Project, participants will have an opportunity to
share good practice with regards to the use of MYP assessment criteria in general. There will
be two sessions happening simultaneously one in Japanese and one in English.
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Nat Erbes

Nat Erbes is a Senior Manager in the Learning and Teaching division at the IB, leading the team
responsible for the MYP and its holistic review project, Enhancing the MYP. Residing in The Hague, Nat
joined the IB in 2019 as a Curriculum Manager for Sciences, having taught various curricula across the
UK and Middle East in both state and private international school contexts.
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Bradley Semans

Bradley Semans holds a master's degree in curriculum and instruction from the University of Massachusetts
in the United States. He's worked in Japanese public schools for the last 18 years. In 2018, he was
appointed school coordinator for the preparation team that opened Saitama Municipal Omiya International
Secondary School in Saitama City. He then served as the schools MYP coordinator throughout the
authorization process and later as the DP coordinator during the authorization process for that program. All
the while, Brad also served as the schools IB coordinator, helping to guide and sheep policy and curriculum
throughout the school. Brad is currently a workshop leader with the IB Educator Network
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Mineko Kobayashi

Mineko Kobayashi received her BEd from the University of Hiroshima.
She is a Japanese language teacher at UWC ISAK Japan. Since 2016,
she has served as a principal examiner for MYP Personal Projects
written in Japanese. Additionally, she has held the position of team
leader for MYP Personal Projects written in English since 2022. In
January 2024, she is set to participate in the MYP Personal Projects
subject strategy meeting to be held in Cardiff. Furthermore, she
actively contributes to the field of education as a programme leader,
evaluation leader, visiting team leader, consultant, IB world school lead
educator, course outline reader, application for authorization reader,
and workshop leader for IB schools.
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Gay-Ann Bagotchay

Gay-Ann Bagotchay currently works as an administrator at Katoh
Gakuen - English Bilingual/Immersion Program. She has been the
MYP Coordinator and has taught DP Programme Chemistry and
Physics courses since 2001; and MYP Sciences since 2006. She
serves in the IB Educator Network as a workshop leader, programme
leader, Personal Project Examiner, DP course outline reader and Senior
Science Reviewer for MYP Building Quality Curriculum Services.
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