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A Study on Career Awareness of Agricultural High School Students
and University Agriculture Students: Towards the Establishment of
a Foundation for Educational Collaboration between Agricultural
High Schools and Agriculture Departments at University 1

Motoka Nakamura', Yushi Hida', Takashi Ariizumi'

Abstract

Faculty of Agriculture at Tamagawa University aims to foster human resources and agricultural teachers capable of
thriving in agricultural fields through educational collaboration with agricultural high schools. However, the current situation
reveals that sufficient results have not been achieved, with very few instances of collaboration with agricultural high
schools. This study identified the insufficient understanding of career choices among agricultural high school students and
their awareness of university progression, as well as the inadequacy of support systems for university students in teacher
training programs, as key challenges. The research aimed to clarify the actual status of career awareness and the factors
influencing career choices among agricultural high school students and students in the university’s teacher training program.
It was found that agricultural high school students may experience a decrease in interest in agriculture-related careers or
studies during their time in high school, and also exhibited a tendency to be passive regarding events organized by the
university’s Faculty of Agriculture. This lack of engagement may result in students making career decisions without access
to adequate information. Among university students in teacher training programs, only a few expressed a desire to obtain an
agricultural teacher’s license. In particular, students with no experience studying agricultural subjects or understanding the
realities of agricultural high schools showed lower motivation to pursue the license. This lack of engagement may result in
students making career decisions without access to adequate information. In light of these findings, this study proposed
approaches aimed at establishing a solid foundation for smooth educational collaboration between agricultural high schools
and the university’s Faculty of Agriculture, specifically: (1) enhancing experiential programs, (2) early implementation of
activities, (3) diverse provision of career information, and (4) enriching career counseling and clarifying career paths.
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! Department of Agri-Production Sciences, College of Agriculture, Tamagawa University, 6-1-1 Tamagawagakuen, Machida, Tokyo, 194
—8610, Japan
Corresponding Author: Motoka Nakamura, E-mail: mnakamura@agr.tamagawa.ac.jp

P EIRE & KR B ORI T p A 63



